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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

ALL COUNTY LETTER NO. 21-11 
 
 
This All County Letter (ACL) provides guidance to County Welfare Departments 
(CWDs) regarding The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 as it relates to students 
of higher education and their eligibility for CalFresh.  The Act introduces two 
temporary changes to the CalFresh student eligibility rule to expand eligibility to 
students who are eligible for federal or state work study or who have an Expected 
Family Contribution of zero dollars.  
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TO:  ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 
 ALL CALFRESH PROGRAM SPECIALISTS  
 ALL CalWORKs PROGRAM SPECIALISTS 
 ALL CONSORTIA MANAGERS 
 ALL QUALITY CONTROL COORDINATORS 
 
 
SUBJECT: CALFRESH STUDENT ELIGIBILITY: COVID-19 RELIEF 

PACKAGE 
 
 
REFERENCE: TITLE 7 CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS (CFR) SECTION 

273.5; MANUAL OF POLICY AND PROCEDURES DIVISION 63, 
SECTION 63-406; ALL COUNTY LETTER (ACL)  20-08; ACL 20-
114; ACL 17-05; WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE 18901.11; 
CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021; 20 UNITED 
STATES CODE 1087kk 

 
This All County Letter (ACL) provides guidance to County Welfare Departments (CWDs) 
regarding Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 as it relates to students of higher 
education and their eligibility for CalFresh.  The Act introduces two temporary changes 
to the CalFresh student eligibility rule to expand eligib
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Work Study 
Federal regulations at 7 CFR 273.5(b)(6)(i)-(ii) and MPP 63-406.212 allow participation 
in work study to serve as an exemption from the CalFresh student eligibility rule.  To 
quel484WE3(u)-3(d)-3(y)n 
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This is an entirely new provision as there is normally no exemption from the student 
eligibility rule related to the EFC.   
 
VERIFICATION OF TEMPORARY WAIVER FOR EXEMPTIONS 
 
Work Study 
Verification of work study approval may include, but is not limited to, a letter from the 
financial aid office or a completed work study verification form confirming work study 
eligibility.  
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If you have any questions or need additional guidance regarding the information in this 



Date: Student Name: 
Student ID: 

SUBJECT:  �7�(�0�3�2�5�$�5�<�����(�;�3�$�1�6�,�2�1�����2�)�����&�$�/�)�5�(�6�+�����(�/�,�*�,�%�,�/�,�7�<�����)�2�5��
�6�7�8�'�(�1�7�6�����'�8�(�����7�2�����&�2�9�,�'������

�%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�2�9�,�'���������S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\�����H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���&�D�O�)�U�H�V�K���I�R�R�G���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V��

�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�L�O�\���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���Z�R�U�N���V�W�X�G�\����The��

[Fill in college name], Office of Financial Aid, has confirmed that you are �H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H��for��

work study during the [Fill in academic school year/specific school term(s)] term����

Based on your work study �H�O�L�J�L�E�L�O�L�W�\, you may be eligible for CalFresh benefits.���7�K�L�V��

�F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���&�2�9�,�'���������S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���L�V���R�Y�H�U��

CalFresh is money for food that comes on an Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card, 

which works like a debit card.  It can help you pay for groceries while you are in college. 

We encourage you to apply for CalFresh to make your college expenses more 

affordable.  

Step 1: Apply for CalFresh at www.getcalfresh.org/students or call 1-877-847-366 3. 

Step 2: Upload a copy of this letter with your application or give a copy to your �F�R�X�Q�W�\��
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